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Most Reverend José H. Gomez
Archbishop of Los Angeles

President
Msgr. Jeffrey D. Burrill, S.T.L.
Monsignor J. Brian Bransfield, S.T.D. Theresa Ridderhoff, M.Ed.
General Secretary Anthony R. Picarello, Esq.
Associate General Secretaries
MEMORANDUM
To: All Bishops
From: Reverend Monsignor J. Brian Bransfield, General Secretary Qﬂ%
Date: May 7, 2020
Subject: Invitation to a Day of Prayer, Fasting, and Works of Charity on May 14, 2020

Your Eminence / Your Excellency,

| take this opportunity, on behalf of Most Reverend José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, President, and
through the courtesy of the Apostolic Nunciature, to convey to you the enclosed correspondence of His
Eminence Cardinal Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ, President of the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue. By his letter, Cardinal Ayuso Guixot invites believers of all religions and people of
good will to observe a day of prayer, fasting, and works of charity on Thursday, May 14, 2020. This
initiative was begun by the Higher Committee of Human Fraternity and endorsed by His Holiness Pope
Francis on May 3, 2020.

Please be assured that the attached materials have been conveyed to the relevant Conference offices
to assist with support of this observance.

Thank you for your kind attention to this memorandum.



PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM
FRO Vatican City, 6 May 2020

DIALOGO INTER RELIGIONES

N. Prot. 399/20

Dear Friends,

In compliance with the initiative of the Higher Committee of Human F raternity and the appeal
by Pope Francis on 3 May 2020, the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue invites believers
of all religions and people of goodwill to spiritually unite themselves in a Day of prayer, fasting and
works of charity, to implore the divine to help humanity in overcoming the pandemic caused by
coronavirus.

This day of prayer fixed for 14 May, as is understandable so as to prevent the risks of
contagion, does not include any common public manifestation but rather will be lived by each one in
his/her own interiority, placing himself/ herself before God and his/her conscience.

We shall however be united in living the universal values of prayer, fasting and acts of charity
as “‘a witness to the greatness of faith in God that unites divided hearts and elevates the human soul”
(Document of Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together). This is not, surely, a time
for indifference, selfishness, divisions, because the whole world is suffering and must unite itself in
facing the pandemic (cfr. Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi Easter Message, 12 April, 2020).

Grateful as we are for your kind attention, we send our cordial greetings.

Yours sincerely,

Cardinal Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ

President
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Msgr. Indunil JanaKaratne Kodithuwakku Kanganamalage
Secretary
Religious Leaders in the World
Their Sees
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PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM
PRO
DIALOGO INTER RELIGIONES

The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue is pleased to transmit a letter sent
to the followers of other religions on the occasion of the Day of Prayer for Humanity
on May 14™ 2020, with the request to have it widely disseminated, to the extent
possible.

With thanks and best wishes,
Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue
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I1 Pontificio Consiglio per il Dialogo Interreligioso si pregia di trasmettere la lettera
inviata ai credenti delle altre religione in occasione della preghiera per I’'umanita, il
14 maggio 2020, con preghiera di favorirne la diffusione.

Con cordiali saluti e sentiti ringraziamenti.
Pontificio Consiglio per il Dialogo Interreligioso

Le Conseil pontifical pour le Dialogue interreligieux est heureux de vous transmettre
la lettre envoyée aux croyants d’autres religions a 1’occasion de la Priére pour
I’humanité en date du 14 mai 2020, vous priant de le diffuser.

Avec les meilleures salutations et remerciements
Conseil pontifical pour le Dialogue interreligieux
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Msgr. Kodithuwakku K. Indunil J.
Secretary
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Day of Prayer for Humanity

Dear fellow believers and brothers and sisters in humanity,

Our world is facing at the moment a great danger that threatens the lives of millions of
people around the world due to the growing spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic. While we reaffirm the role of medicine and scientific research in fighting
this pandemic, we should not forget to seek refuge in God, as we face this severe crisis.
Therefore, we call upon all peoples around the world to pray according to each one’s,
respective religious convictions, to observe fast and to do good deeds to end this
pandemic. May each of us, wherever we are, and according to the teachings of our
own respective faith traditions and philosophies, seek divine help to rescue ourselves
and the entire world from this adversity, to inspire scientists to find a cure for the virus
and to save the whole world from the health, economic, and human repercussions of
this serious pandemic.

As part of its efforts to realize the objectives of the Document on Human Fraternity,
the Higher Committee of Human Fraternity proposes Thursday, 14 May 2020 as a Day
of prayers, fasting and works of charity for the good of all humanity. In this regard, the
Committee invites all religious leaders and peoples around the world to respond to this
call together; to beseech God, the Almighty to safeguard the entire world, to help us
overcome this pandemic, to restore security, stability, health, and prosperity, so that,
once this pandemic-crisis is over, our world may become a better place for humanity
and for human fraternity than ever before.

(Adapted from the Communiqué of the Higher Committee of Human Fraternity)
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